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It was the next after- 
noon. Just for an 
instant, the sunlight 
pierced through the 
cloud cover and the 
valley floor could be 


seen for the first time; 


it was a beach. 


The land of the 
god men stood-on 
the other side of a 


Uncertain of what he should 
do next, the exhausted youth 
tottered his way into the water 
to wash his hands and face. The 
water was cold and bitter. 


As he stood there with the water 
swirling around him, the strength sud- 
denly seeped out of his body. Shuna sunk 
into a sleep as deep as though he weré 

sinking into those deep, ocean waters. 
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“an entifely different world. 
The. shoals, hidden by 
waves the day before, were 
plainly visible now, 
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Reaching the field in 
the middle of the forest, 
the giant paused. 

Then it 
slowly fell. 
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The very moment the 
giant completed its walk, 
Shuna came face to face | 
with another. This giant } 
gave no reaction upon |. 
seeing him, and passed 
on by with an expression | 
of supreme tranquility 
on its face. It was 
wounded. 


die...", Shuna whispered 
with a shudder. 
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The “inside was’ dense and 
dark with a?-sweetish._ smell 
roughout. Shusia took 
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By midday, / 


~ thé sprouts had 
~ started to open. 


His hand reached out to touch the grain. As it 
made contact, the giants suddenly began to 
writhe and scream with moans as though they 
were wailing with sadness or the pain of being 
ripped limb from limb. 


"Don't! Don't!", someone's voice rang shrill in 
his ears. But Shuna ignored the voice and plucked 
the grain. 
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nitte madman, 
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Mito find the sea frothing withy 
}< rage. Dizzy.with pain, Shuna k 
flung himself into its dark 
waters. Q 


